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REPAIR OF DAMAGED TEETH

Advancements in modern dentistry have allowed for the 
maintenance of teeth for an entire lifetime. While enamel is the 
hardest substance in the human body, teeth are still very susceptible 
to damage from decay, trauma, or old failing �llings that require 
repair. Depending upon the method of repair, restorations can last 
from a few years to a lifetime. If you have a damaged tooth, you 
generally have three options for repair.

Occasionally, a minor chip can be smoothed or reshaped without any compromise to the strength of tooth. Depending on the location of the  
tooth in the mouth, this may be a viable option. If the damage is from decay or large fracture, then it will continue to worsen over time. If
untreated long enough, the decay or fracture could reach the nerve of the tooth, requiring a root canal to save the tooth or to oth removal in 
some cases. This generally necessitates higher costs to repair, and in the case of severe breakdown, surgery to remove the tooth.
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OPTION 1 DO NOTHING

OPTION 2 REPAIR WITH COMPOSITE FILLING

OPTION 3 CERAMIC ONLAY, CROWN, OR VENEER

Damage from Decay
under Old Fillings

Fracture Damage
from Trauma

Before Composite Filling After Composite Filling

Damaged teeth can be patched with a tooth-colored, composite/plastic 
material. The plastic itself is much weaker than enamel, with the average 
lifespan being 3-7 years. A temporary repair using composite �lling 
material can be done in a single short appointment with lower upfront 
costs, but due to the weakness of the material a �lling is not covered by 
warranty and the long-term costs of multiple repairs may be higher. In 
some instances, if inadequate tooth structure remains the �lling may 
weaken the tooth to the point it may not be an option. Costs for 
composite �llings range from $150 to $300 depending upon size. 

A ceramic onlay, crown, or veneer is an all-porcelain restoration with 
similar strength as a natural healthy tooth. While the upfront cost of a 
ceramic restoration is higher, this type of repair is as close to permanent 
as we can o�er in dentistry. When properly cared for, a ceramic restoration 
can last decades, and is warrantied in our o�ce for a period of 15 years. 
Unlike crowns or veneers of the past, modern all-ceramic restorations will 
not have the ‘black-line’ or ‘cap’ look, rarely require a root canal to be 
performed, and look indistinguishable from a natural tooth. Costs range 
from $1,000 to $1,400 depending on amount of custom shading. 
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